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The symptoms are not clear in the 
early stage of neonatal infections. 
Therefore, we need to evaluate CBC 
and CRP when we suspect neonatal 
infections. 

System Utilized : Hematology analyzer 
Parameters: CBC 3Diff and CRP (C reactive Protein) 
Policy: Never overlook signs of infectious diseases 
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RI Why provide immediate testing in the NICU as opposed to typical testing

by the central laboratory? 

A.1

A.2

In the central laboratory, 300µL of whole blood is required for testing CRP. For a low-birth-weight 

baby who develops anemia by frequent blood sampling, a minimum quantity for blood sampling 

is preferable. Also, in the central laboratory, it takes on average, about 30 minutes for coagulation, 

centrifugal treatment and reaction time with reagents, from blood sampling to obtaining the 

result. The analyzer used in the NICU requires a smaller quantity of blood sample and we can 

obtain the result in only 4 minutes which provides for immediate treatment by pediatricians. 

What is the procedure for drawing blood samples from premature infants? 

Usually, we take samples from the dorsal vein or heel with a micro guard which is a micro sample 

tube coated with EDTA. 
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