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Smudge cells are fragmented white blood cells that form
when a blood smear is prepared. The presence of smudge
cells in a blood sample indicates that blood cells are more
fragile than normal and is often associated with decreased
expression of the protein vimentin. Smudge cells and
lymphocytosis are characteristic diagnostic signs of Chronic
Lymphocytic Leukemia (CLL). 

In this workshop, we will present a clinical case of a CLL
patient with a high percentage of smudge cells. In this
patient, we assume the prognostic value of smudge cells
because he had disease progression.
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