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Today, the semiconductor industry is in a period of transition. In this article, we take a close look at the problems facing
the semiconductor industry, and at proposals for resolving these problems. Two factors causing the stagnation of the
semiconductor industry are that personal computer market growth has passed its peak, and that there are limitations to
miniaturization technologies. As a prescription for resolving these problems and revitalizing the semiconductor industry,
we herein propose the development of technologies such as agile mini-fabrication, mask-less EB direct drawing, and
three-dimensional LSI.
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