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The Semiconductor Industry with the 21st Century Just a Few Years
Away and Its Expectations for Measurement Technology
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Never in the past has a single industry produced over 10 percent of the GDP of the country
in which it operates. However, the semiconductor industry is expected to pass the mark in
the coming 21st century. Can this be true? What hurdles have to be cleared to attain this
goal? What roles do measurement instrument makers have to play? These are the questions
we would like to have answered soon.

Mr. Bujiro Kobayashi, an advisor to Mitsubishi Electric Co. and one of the leaders of the
semiconductor industry in Japan, was interviewed by Katsuya Tsuji, Horiba’s General
Manager in charge of Semiconductor Systems.
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